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ORGANIZATION OF THE BLACK SEA ECONOMIC COOPERATION

                                                      
BS/WG/ICT/R(2021)1
REPORT 

OF THE MEETING 
OF THE BSEC WORKING GROUP ON INFORMATION 
AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES

Online, 3 November 2021

1. The Meeting of the BSEC Working Group on Information and Communication Technologies was held online on 3 November 2021.

2.
The Meeting was chaired by Ms. Adelina OGNYANSKA, Chief Expert in International Cooperation, IT and Communications Department, European Coordination and International Cooperation Directorate, Ministry of Transport, Information Technology and Communications of the Republic of Bulgaria.
3.
The Meeting was attended by the representatives of the following BSEC Member States:

Republic of Armenia

Republic of Azerbaijan

Republic of Bulgaria

Georgia

Hellenic Republic
Republic of Moldova
Russian Federation

Republic of Turkey

Ukraine
4.
The representatives of the Republic of Korea participated in the Meeting as the BSEC Sectoral Dialogue Partners. 

5.
The List of Participants of the Meeting is attached as Annex I.

6.
The Secretary General of BSEC PERMIS welcomed the participants and made an introductory statement in which, inter alia, he mentioned the importance of the ICT sector in light of the developments of the COVID-19 pandemic and its crucial role for reducing the negative influence of the pandemic on many sectors of the economy. 

7.
The Draft Agenda of the Meeting was discussed and adopted. The Agenda, as adopted, is attached as Annex II.
AGENDA ITEM 2: Review of the recent ICT developments in the BSEC Member States 

8.
The representatives of some Member States informed about the recent developments and activities of their countries in the field of ICT and discussed the possible areas of cooperation among the BSEC Member States. The combined document containing the said information is attached as Annex III. 

9.
The Working Group agreed to continue the discussion about the recent developments and activities of their countries in the field of ICT with a view to consider the possible prospects of cooperation among the Member States.
AGENDA ITEM 3: ESTABLISHMENT OF COOPERATION ON ICT INNOVATION AND START-UPS
10.
The participants continued the discussion on the possible ways and means of establishing the cooperation on ICT innovation and start-ups in the Member States. 

11.
The representative of the Republic of Azerbaijan informed the Meeting on the proposal of cooperation between the innovation agencies of the Member States, the benefits of such cooperation and the possible areas of common interaction. The Member States were invited to present their inputs for further cooperation within the projects. The said presentation is attached as Annex IV.  

12.
 The participants took note of the information provided as well as of the possibility of elaboration and implementation of a project proposal concerning the establishment of the BSEC Innovation Network, which requires further consideration, including the  exploration of possible sources of financing.

AGENDA ITEM 4: DISCUSSION ON THE ISSUE OF THE COUNTRY-COORDINATOR OF THE WORKING GROUP FOR THE NEXT TERM
13.
The Working Group took note of the Verbal Note of the Consulate General of the Republic of Azerbaijan in Istanbul, dated 18 October 2021, expressing the willingness to undertake the mandate of the Country-Coordinator of the Working Group on ICT for the period of two years starting from 1 January 2022.

14.
The delegation of the Republic of Armenia has stressed that the internal consultations are still underway to make a decision for a potential nomination of Armenia’s candidacy for the Country-Coordinatorship of the Working Group on Information and Communication Technologies for the period of two years starting from 1 January 2022.
15.
The Working Group expressed its appreciation to the Republic of Bulgaria for performing the duties of the Country-Coordinator of the Working Group on ICT for the period 1 January 2020 - 31 December 2021.
AGENDA ITEM 5. KOREA-BSEC ICT COOPERATION PROGRAM

16.
The representative of the National Information Society Agency of Korea made a presentation on the 10th Korea-BSEC ICT Cooperation Program which this year will be held online considering current pandemic situation and will be organized in the format of a Webinar which will be convened on 23 November 2021. The presentation is attached as Annex V.

17.
The Working Group was informed on the Program of the Webinar and the main topics to be presented for the ICT-related policy makers and public officials from BSEC Member States.

18.  The Working Group expressed its appreciation to the Republic of Korea for its contribution to the activities of BSEC, in particular for the ongoing Korea-BSEC ICT Cooperation Program.

AGENDA ITEM 6: ANY OTHER BUSINESS

19.
Under this Agenda item, PERMIS informed the participants on the forthcoming online event “Cyber Security, Human Risk in Cyber Security, Secure Coding and Communication” organized by the Ministry of Industry and Technology (MoIT) of the Republic of Turkey and the Scientific and Technological Research Council (TÜBİTAK) of Turkey on 25 November 2021 for the BSEC Member States, Observers and Sectoral Dialogue Partners.

20.
The representative of the Republic of Armenia informed the Working Group on the initiative for Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway, led by UN ESCAP, and the possibilities of cooperation between Asian-Pacific region and Black Sea region.  

21.
The representative of the Republic of Armenia also informed on the upcoming “Cultural Tourism and Digital Transformation in the BSEC Region and Beyond: Lessons learned in the context of Covid-19 Pandemic” webinar, to be held on 10 November 2021 and organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Armenia and the ICBSS, as well as invited the participants to attend the webinar.

AGENDA ITEM 7: DATE AND VENUE OF THE NEXT MEETING

22.
The date and the venue of the next Meeting will be communicated in due time by the BSEC PERMIS, after consultations with the Chairmanship-in-Office and the Country-Coordinator.
AGENDA ITEM 8: ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE MEETING

23.
The participants adopted the present Report for its submission to the Meeting of the Committee of Senior Officials. 
Permanent International Secretariat
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