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1. The Meeting of the BSEC Working Group on Exchange of Statistical Data and Economic Information was held online on 13 December 2022.

2.
The Meeting was attended by the following BSEC Member States:

Republic of Albania
Republic of Armenia
Republic of Azerbaijan
Republic of Bulgaria
Georgia
Republic of Moldova
Russian Federation
Republic of Serbia
Republic of Türkiye
Ukraine
3.
The following BSEC Related Body also participated in the Meeting:

Parliamentary Assembly of the BSEC (PABSEC) 

4.
The following BSEC Observer attended the Meeting:

Arab Republic of Egypt

5. 
The following BSEC Sectoral Dialogue Partners attended the meeting:



Montenegro

Black Sea Universities Network (BSUN)

6.
A representative of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) attended the meeting as a Guest.

7.
The List of Participants in the Meeting is attached as Annex I.
8.
The Meeting was chaired by Assoc. Prof. Atanas ATANASOV, Phd, President of the National Statistical Institute of the Republic of Bulgaria.

9.
The Opening Remarks were made by: 

· Assoc. Prof. Atanas ATANASOV, Phd, President the National Statistical Institute of the Republic of Bulgaria, on behalf of the Country-Coordinator; 

· Ambassador Dimitrios RALLIS, Deputy Secretary General of the BSEC PERMIS on behalf of the Secretariat; 

· Mr. Igor MOCANU, Deputy Head of Statistical Coordination Department, National Bureau of Statistics of the Republic of Moldova on behalf of the BSEC Chairmanship-in-Office.

AGENDA ITEM 1: ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

10.
The draft Agenda of the Meeting was discussed and adopted. The Agenda, as adopted, is attached as Annex II.

AGENDA ITEM 2: IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RESOLUTIONS, DECISIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COUNCIL AND PROVISIONS OF THE JOINT DECLARATIONS ADOPTED AT THE MEETINGS OF THE MINISTERS IN CHARGE OF EXCHANGE OF STATISTICAL DATA AND ECONOMIC INFORMATION OF THE BSEC MEMBER STATES
11.
The Working Group took note of the information provided by the BSEC PERMIS on the developments with regard to the process of updating the “BSEC Economic Agenda 2012” and on the status of implementation of the Resolutions, Decisions and Recommendations of the Council and follow-up to the Joint Declarations of the Ministers in charge of Exchange of Statistical Data and Economic Information of the BSEC Member States (Joint Statement of the Heads of National Statistical Offices of the BSEC Member States (Moscow, 23 June 2016). 

12. 
The Working Group agreed that long-term representatives of the Working Group should be nominated by the Member States. The esteemed Member States are invited to provide the updated information about their national representatives through the Secretariat by sending a Verbal Note before the next meeting of the Working Group and encouraged to have an active participation.
AGENDA ITEM 3: IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PLAN OF ACTION OF THE WORKING GROUP
13.
The representative of the Country-Coordinator (Republic of Bulgaria) made a report on the implementation of the Plan of Action, informing the participants that during their two years term of Country-Coordinatorship, the Working Group has been revived and started meeting regularly. In addition, a two days online seminar was organized in 2021 on the “Challenges Faced by the Official Statistics during the COVID-19 Pandemic”, in 4-5 November 2021. In addition, Bulgaria is preparing an online publication on “Challenges and good practices in the field of statistics during the COVID-19 pandemic” with the contributions of the Member States.

14. 
The representative of the Country-Coordinator informed the participants that nine countries have so far appointed their statisticians to work on the elaboration of a set of indicators to monitor the social and economic developments of the Black Sea Region. Upon request of the representative of the Republic of Türkiye, the Member States agreed to send their proposals of indicators to Bulgaria until the end of January 2023, so the next Country-Coordinator can continue the work. 

AGENDA ITEM 4: CHALLENGES AND GOOD PRACTICES IN THE FIELD OF STATISTICS. THE ROLE OF OFFICIAL STATISTICS IN MONITORING AND EVALUATION OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS IN THE BLACK SEA REGION IN THE CONTEXT OF COVID-19 CRISIS
15.
The guest speaker, Mr. Steven VALE, Senior Statistician and Regional Adviser, UNECE, presented the UNECE experience about the “Role of Official Statistics in Monitoring and Evaluation of the Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals in the UNECE Region in the Context of COVID-19 Crisis”.

16. 
Prof. Dr. Eden MAMUT, Secretary General of BSUN, made also a presentation on “The Activities of BSUN for supporting the upgrading process of the BSEC Economic Agenda 2012” that included proposals for collaboration with the Statistical Organizations from the region for developing modeling and simulation tools of the economic processes at local, national and regional scales, in order to conduct sensitivity analyses, simulations and impact analyses. He proposed the initiation of a cooperation Platform between BSUN and BSEC Working Group on Exchange of Statistical Data and Economic Information for joining the efforts to support the implementation of SDGs in the BSEC Member States.
17. 
The representatives of the Republic of Albania, the Republic of Armenia, the Republic of Bulgaria and the Republic of Türkiye expressed their appreciation for the presentations and the cooperation in the field of statistics. The representative of the Republic of Armenia welcomed the proposal from BSUN and suggested the Working Group to discuss it in its future meetings.

18. 
The representative of Ukraine made a statement concerning the current situation in the country. It was followed by a statement of the representative of the Russian Federation. Both statements are attached to this Report as Annex III and Annex IV, respectively.

AGENDA ITEM 5: EXCHANGE OF VIEWS CONCERNING THE POSITION OF COUNTRY-COORDINATOR WHICH WILL BE VACANT FROM 01 JANUARY 2023

19.
The participants took note of the information. 

AGENDA ITEM 6: ANY OTHER BUSINESS

20.
No issue was raised under this Agenda Item.
AGENDA ITEM 7: DATE AND VENUE OF THE NEXT MEETING

21.
The date and venue of the next meeting will be communicated in due course.

AGENDA ITEM 8: ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE MEETING

22.
The Working Group adopted the Report of the Meeting to be submitted to the next Meeting of the Committee of Senior Officials.
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